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Dry weather most likely over Port
Blair. Maximum and Minimum
temperature  will be around 31°C and
24°C respectively on Sunday 29/03/
2020.
Maximum Temperature (°C) of Date: 31.8
Minimum Temperature (°C) of Date: 23.3
Relative Humidity(%) at 0830 IST 061
Relative Humidity(%) at 1730 IST 070
Sunrise Time for tomorrow (in IST): 0518
Sunset Time for tomorrow (in IST): 1730
Rainfall upto 0830 hrs of date (last 24 hrs)- in mm: 000.0
Rainfall upto 1730 hrs of date in mm: 000.0
Rainfall (Progressive total from 1st January 1.3 upto
0830 hrs (of date) in mm

“It is health that is real
wealth and not pieces of

gold and silver.”

...the Largest Circulating Daily of  the Islands

Since 1920s the Oldest Daily...

DO NOT PAY HEED TO RUMOURS ON CORONA VIRUS: CLARIFY YOUR DOUBTS
BY DIALING STATE HELPLINE NO: 03192-232102

ueLdkj]
fiz; }hiokfl;ksa]
fiNys nks gh fnuksa esa 06 Positive cases vkus ls bl le; gekjk Challenge cgqr gh complex gks x;k gSA blesa loZizFke
rks gesa ;g ensure djuk gS fd ;g iksVZ Cys;j tSls ?kuh vkcknh okys 'kgj esa budk laØe.k contained jgs vkSj vkxs u QSy
ldsA vkSj nwljk fd ftu & ftu yksxksa ds contact esa ;s vk;s gSa] oks trace djsa vkSj mudh Hkh checking djh tk;sA iksVZ
Cys;j tSls ?kuh vkcknh okys 'kgj esa ;g rHkh lEHko gks ldrk gS tc fd ge Social Distancing dks iwjh rjg implement
djsa vkSj y{e.k js[kk o 'Stay at Home' dk fcYdqy Hkh mYy?aku u gksus nsaA nqfu;k ds fdlh Hkh ns'k esa bl vkink ls thrus
ds fy;s dksbZ perfect template ugha gSA gj txg ogka dh local conditions ds fglkc ls vyx & vyx mik; fd;s tk
jgs gSaA vkSj blh fy;s Andamans vkSj Port Blair ds lanHkZ esa geus vius fy;s ,d protocol cuk;k gSA blds pyrs bl
le; ge fdlh perfect world esa ugha jg jgs gSaA lcdks viuh comfort zone ls ckgj fudydj dqN dfBukbZ;ksa dk lkeuk
djrs gq, bl vkink ls fuiVuk gSA vius lanHkZ esa vkt door delivery of rations, milk, lCth oxSjg dk nwljk gh fnu
gSA dqN blesa dfe;k¡ jgh gSa start esa] mudks geus identify djk gS vkSj ftrus loop - hole gSa] mudks plug fd;k tk jgk
gSA ;g iz'kklu dh dksf'k'k jgsxh fd yxkrkj bldks ge plug djrs jgsa vkSj bldks streamline djrs jgsaA ysfdu bldk
eryc ;g Hkh ugha fd dksbZ vlqfo/kk ugha gksxhA ge cM+s dfBu le; ls xqtj jgs gSa vkSj dfBukbZ;ksa dks >syuk bl lanHkZ esa
gekjs fy;s vko';d gSA ge lkjh nqfu;k esa ns[ksa] gj txg yksx cM+h&cM+h dfBukbZ;ksa ls xqtj jgs gSa vkSj muds comparison
esa gekjh dfBukbZ;k¡ bruh Hkh insurmountable ugha gSA gk¡ t:jr gS fd ge viuh lgu'khyrk dks c<+k;sa] vius vkRefo'okl
dks Åij j[ksa] eukscy dks n`<+ j[ksa vkSj rHkh ge bl vkink dks Bhd rjg ls >sy ik;saxsA eSa pkgw¡xk vki blesa gekjk lg;ksx
djsa vkSj vxj fdlh ds ikl dksbZ positive ;ksxnku gS] rks t:j Lokxr gSA fdlh ds ikl ugha gS rks negativity Hkh spread
u djsa] ;gh ;ksxnku gekjs fy;s Ik;kZIr gksxkA rks bdV~Bk feydj vkb;s ge lc bl vkink ls tw>saA

ueLdkj vkSj t; fgUn!
          By evening of March 28, the RMRC-ICMR Port Blair confirmed 3 more positive cases of COVID-19 in the
Islands taking the total number of COVID-19 positive cases to 9 from the earlier 6.

 Administration making best efforts to contain spread of COVID-19 in Isles

Lt. Governor urges people to keep patience
& cooperate with Administration in dealing

with the situation
Port Blair, Mar 28
     The A&N Administration is taking all possible measures to contain the spread of COVID-19 in the Islands. In
this connection, the Lt. Governor, Andaman & Nicobar Islands & Vice Chairman, Islands Development Agency,
Admiral D K Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM (Retd.), through an audio message to the Islanders, broadcast
over the AIR today, urged them to maintain their self confidence and patience to face the challenges in this testing
times. He also called upon the people to cooperate with the Administration in dealing with the situation.
     Following is the text of the Lt. Governor's message……..

BSNL advises people to pay bills online
Port Blair, Mar 28
    In view of Corona pandemic, the BSNL, A&N
Islands has urged people to avoid visiting CSCs. They
have been asked to make online payments using
MyBSNL app or portal.bsnl.in. The pay by date has
been extended upto 31st March 2020, for landline,
FTTH and mobile bills, a communication from the
CGM BSNL said here today.

New Delhi, Mar 28
  Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi will
share his thoughts with
the people in the
country and abroad in
his 'Mann Ki Baat'
programme on All
India Radio tomorrow
(Mar 29) at 11 am. It will

PM Narendra Modi to share
his thoughts in 'Mann Ki
Baat' programme today

be the 63rd episode of the monthly radio programme. It will be broadcast
on the entire network of AIR and Doordarshan and also on AIR News
website <www.newsonair.com> and newsonair Mobile App.
It will also be streamed live on the YouTube channels of AIR, DD News,
PMO and Information and Broadcasting Ministry. AIR will broadcast the
programme in regional languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.
The regional language versions will also be repeated at 8 in the evening.

Port Blair, Mar 28
    In the wake of increasing spread of the Corona
Virus Disease, the Department of Disaster
Management has now been made the Nodal
Department for COVID-19 related procurement
in the A&N Islands. The Department is taking
all the possible steps to procure COVID-19
related medical equipment, considering the
nationwide lockdown and acute shortage of such
equipment and supplies. As a result of efforts
made, 200 Personal Protection Kits, which are
used by the medical professionals, have reached
Andaman Bhawan, Chennai today and another
2000 will be delivered by March 31, 2020. Besides
this, supplies like 2 lakh 3-ply masks used by
frontline staffs and disinfectants for quarantined
homes and medical facilities like 10,000 kgs
bleaching powder, 3750 liters of Sodium
Hypochlorite solution, 50,000 bottles of hand
sanitizers have been procured from OIDC, an
undertaking of Daman & Diu Administration and

Procurement of COVID-19 related medical
equipment by A&N Administration

 PP kits, masks procured,  2 new ventilators installed in GB
Pant Hospital,  2 new ambulances to be ready by March 31

Port Blair, Mar 28
       The designated
laboratory for COVID-
19 in A&N Islands,
R M R C - I C M R ,
Dollygunj has reported
03 more cases tested
positive for COVID-19
out of 06 samples sent
yesterday. It is
pertinent to mention
that the persons who
reported positive were
from the same group

RMRC-ICMR confirms 3 more cases
as COVID-19 positive; total 9 positive

cases in A&N Islands
which came from Delhi
on 24.03.2020 by
Vistara and Indigo
flights.
  The Administration
has taken steps to
listing the contact
details of these infected
persons for which the
teams have already
been mobilized by the
Deputy Commissioner,
South Andaman. The
infected persons have

already been admitted
to G B Pant Hospital for
treatment. All infected
persons are normal and
they are responding to
all queries put by
contact listing teams of
G B Pant Hospital. Now
the total number of
cases of COVID-19 are
09 in Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, an
official communication
said here today.

Port Blair, Mar 28
      The Corona Virus Disease (COVID-19) has
been declared a pandemic by the WHO. The A&N
Administration is also taking all possible
measures to contain the spread of the disease in
the Islands. In order to provide all essential
commodities to people, the Administration, over
the last four days, has been encouraging the door
to door supply of essential commodities in terms
of the guidelines of the Ministry of Home Affairs
including the measures of social distancing.
     However, the retailers tasked with ensuring
door step delivery of essential supplies found it
very challenging to cater to the huge volume of
demand received from the public for supplies.
To address the grievances arising out of this
situation, permission to open all shops of
essential items have been granted by the
Administration. The customers have to
mandatorily observe the measures for social
distancing while coming to purchase essential
items.
      In this connection, the following orders have

All grocery, fruit, vegetable, meat, fish, bakery &
pharmaceutical shops to remain open in Isles

Sales to be regulated by observing social distancing
been passed by the Chief Secretary, A&N
Administration with immediate effect:
  The essential goods/commodities would include
groceries, fruits, vegetables, meat, fish, drinking
water, bakery products and pharmaceuticals. The
sale of the same would be duly regulated on the
ground by way of strict observance of social
distancing measures by the Police.
 General public would be allowed to access
use of ATMs, Post Offices and Banks duly
observing the social distancing norms by the
Police.
The exceptions as applicable in the guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding
petroleum products will also be hence forth
applicable.
       The Chief Secretary has also ordered that
the SOP for maintaining supply of essential
goods as issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs
and other related instructions should be fully
complied with, an official order to this effect
said here today.

will reach Chennai by 30th March. These will be
air lifted from Chennai along with the Personal
Protection Kits. 2 lakh numbers of 3-ply masks
and 5,000 N-95 masks have been delivered at
Hindon Airbase, Gaziabad, which will soon be
airlifted with the help of Andaman Nicobar
Command.
    300 Corona Testing Kits are expected to reach
Delhi by Wednesday from an ICMR accredited
facility. Besides these, 2 new ventilators have
already been installed in GB Pant Hospital and 2
new ambulances are also expected to be ready
by March 31, 2020. Besides this, regular supply
of all essential medicines including non-COVID
related, is being ensured. These supplies will go
a long way in further replenishing the stock of
COVID related supplies in the Islands. The
Department is reaching out to various Ministries,
Govt. Undertaking and private suppliers to meet
the requirement of the Islands, an official
communication said.

New Delhi, Mar 28
Health Ministry has
said all individuals need
not get tested for
COVID- 19 as the
disease is primarily
reported in individuals
with travel history to
affected countries or
close contacts of
positive cases. The
Ministry has said that
all symptomatic people
who have history of
international travel in
last 14 days should get

All need not be tested as the disease is
primarily reported in individuals with

travel history: Health Ministry
tested. Symptomatic
persons who had come
in contact of confirmed
cases, and healthcare
workers should also be
tested. Testing should
be done of

symptomatic persons
who are hospitalised
patients with Severe
Acute Respiratory
Illness or Influenza
like Illness or severe
pneumonia.

New Delhi, Mar 28
Agriculture-farming and
allied activities have been
exempted from the
lockdown. The decision
has been taken with a
view to address problems
being faced by the
farming community. This
will also ensure
uninterrupted harvesting
of crops. Agriculture
Minister Shri Narendra
Singh Tomar has been
constantly monitoring
issues related to the

Agriculture-farming, allied activities exempted from
lockdown to ensure uninterrupted crop harvest

farmers ever since the
lockdown was enforced.
He was apprised of the

difficulties the farmers
could face in the
harvesting of their crops

and transporting food
grains to the mandis. The
decision will also allow
unhindered harvesting of
crops.
Under the 2nd Addendum
issued by the Union Home
Ministry, the categories
that have been exempted
from the lockdown are :
Agencies engaged in
procurement of agriculture
products, including MSP
operations;  Mandis
operated by the Agriculture
Produce Market

Committee or as notified
by the State Government,
farming operations by
farmers and farm workers
in the field, Custom Hiring
Centres related to farm
machinery; Manufacturing
and packaging units of
fertilizers, pesticides and
seed and Intra and Inter-
State movement of
harvesting and sowing
related machines like
combined harvester and
other agriculture and
horticulture implements.
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New Delhi, Mar 28
The Ministry of HRD
through its Online/
Digital Education
Initiatives is trying to
ensure that students can
continue their learning
sitting at their home,
during this lockdown
period.Union HRD
Minister, Shri Ramesh
Pokhriyal 'Nishank' has
appealed to the students
to take advantage of
these learning platforms
and put their valuable
time to good and
optimum use.  The
response to this has been
overwhelming.
The access to the
National Online

Access to the National Online Education Platform
SWAYAM and other Digital Initiatives of HRD ministry

has tripled in the last one week - HRD Minister
Education Platform
SWAYAM and other
Digital Initiatives has
tripled in the last one
week.  Shri Ramesh
Pokhriyal has said that
the growth has been
seen after provision of
free access to best
teaching learning
resources at SWAYAM
while earlier the courses
of SWAYAM were time
bound  for which
registration needed to be
done in advance. Now to
utilise this lock down
period productively and
to promote online
learning,  it can be
viewed by any learner
free of cost without any

registration, the Minister
added.
About 50,000 people
have accessed SWAYAM
since 23rd March 2020.
This is over and above
the 25 lakh students/
learners who are already
enrolled in the 571
courses of  the
January2020 semester
of SWAYAM. SWAYAM
has a repository of 1900
courses which are now
being accessed by
people from over 60
countries.  The
significant majority is
from India and the other
countries include USA,
UAE, Germany, Nepal,
Singapore,  Canada,

United Kingdom and
Australia.
The videos of  the
SWAYAM Prabha DTH
TV channels are viewed
by around 50,000 people
every day. The National
Digital Library is now
being accessed by about
43,000 people daily
whichis more than
double of  the usual
number of  persons
accessing it.
The Education portals of
NCERT like Diksha, e-
pathsala, NROER and

NIOS and the other ICT
initiatives like Robotics
education (e-Yantra),
Open Source Software
for Education (FOSSEE),
Virtual experiments
(Virtual Labs) and
Learning programming
(Spoken tutorial) are also
experiencing very large
access rates.
Union HRD Minister has
urged more and more
students to make effective
use of these initiatives and
enrich their learning
experience.

New Delhi, Mar 28
The number of
confirmed coronavirus
infections worldwide
crossed 6 lakhs today as
new cases stacked up in
Europe and the United
States.
The total number of
global infections had
crossed 5 lakhs only
two days earlier,
according to a tally by
John Hopkins
University. It showed
more than 6 lakh 7
thousand cases and a

Number of confirmed coronavirus
infections crosses 6 lakhs worldwide

total of  over 28,000
deaths.
While the U.S. now leads
the world in reported
infections with more
than 1 lakh cases five
countries exceed its
roughly 1,700 deaths:
Italy, Spain, China, Iran
and France.  German
Chancellor Angela
Merkel,  who is  in
quarantine at home after
her  doctor tested
positive for the virus,
told her compatriots in
an audio message that

the infections cannot be
prevented completely at
this stage.
The virus already has
put health systems in
Italy, Spain and France
under extreme strain.
Lockdowns of varying
severity have been
introduced across
Europe, nearly emptying
streets in  normally
bustling cities, including
Paris where drone
photos showed the city's
landmarks eerily
deserted.

New York, Mar 28
International Monetary
Fund, IMF, has said that
the world is in the face
of a devastating impact
due to the Corona virus
pandemic and has
clearly entered a
recession. However, it
projected a recovery
next year.  Managing
Director Ms Kristalina
Georgieva said that IMF

World entered recession: IMF
has reassessed the
prospects for growth for
2020 and 2021. It said
that the current
recession is as bad or
worse than in 2009. She
said that the recovery in
2021 will only be
possible if  the
international community
succeeds in containing
the virus everywhere
and prevent liquidity

problems f rom
becoming a solvency
issue.
Stressing that while
containment is the main
reason for the economy
to stand still and get into
a recession,  Ms
Georgieva said
containment is very
necessary to come out
of this period and step in
to recovery.

Tokyo, Mar 28
Japanese Prime Minister
Mr Shinzo Abe says the
country is at a critical
stage in dealing with
COVID-19 infections
but not at a point to
declare a s tate of
emergency.
He further said that
Japan has managed to
keep clusters under
control by carefully
following infection
routes. But the initial
strategy is now having a

COVID-19: PM Shinzo Abe says
Japan at critical stage

difficulty, with a rise of
infections that are no
longer traceable which
is an early sign of
infection explosion.

Japan has 2,180
confirmed cases of the
infection with 59 deaths
so far, according to the
Health Ministry.

Mumbai, Mar 28
Batting maestro Sachin
Tendulkar  today
donated 50 lakh rupees
to fight the COVID-19
pandemic. The iconic
batsman also took to
Twitter to urge fellow
countrymen not  to
ostracize any fellow
citizen who might have
contracted the dreaded
virus.
Earlier on Wednesday,
the BCCI Pres iden t
Sourav Ganguly
pledged to donate rice
worth 50 lakh rupees
for the underprivileged.
Among other
prominent cricketers,
the Pathan  brothers

Sachin Tendulkar donates Rs 50
lakh to fight COVID-19 pandemic

New Delhi, Mar 28
The Centre has capped
the maximum retail price
of three-ply face masks
made of  meltblown
non-woven fabric at 16
rupees per piece till 30th
of June. Talking to AIR
News,  Consumer
Affairs Secretary Shri
Pawan Agarwal said that
the rate of 16 rupees per
mask has been f ixed
af ter  holding
consultations with the
mask manufactures. He
said, the decision will

Centre caps MRP of three
ply meltblown face masks

at Rs 16 till June 30

Ir f an  and  Yusuf
donated  4000  f ace
masks to Baroda police
and health department
while Mahendra Singh
Dhoni made a
con tr ibut ion  of  one
lakh rupees.

ensu re  a deq u a te
availability of masks.
On 21st of March, the
C on s umer  A ff a i r s
Ministry had notified
maximum retail price
for  two-p ly a t  e igh t
rupees and three-ply
surgical masks at 10
rupees per piece. Shri
Agarwal said, efforts
a re  b e in g  mad e  to
ensure  su f f ic i en t
supply of face masks
and hand sanitizers are
available in the current
situation.

Among athletes from
other  disc ip lines ,
wrestler Bajrang Punia
and sprinter Hima Das
are some of  the
prominent names to have
donated their salaries in
the battle against the
virus.
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