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...the Largest Circulating Daily of  the Islands

Dry weather most likely to prevail over
Port Blair. Maximum and Minimum
temperature  will be around 30°C and
24°C respectively on Saturday 18/01/
2020. Maximum Temperature (°C) of
Date: 30.6
Minimum Temperature (°C) of Date: 25.5
Relative Humidity(%) at 0830 IST 067
Relative Humidity(%) at 1730 IST 068
Sunrise Time for tomorrow (in IST): 0544
Sunset Time for tomorrow (in IST): 1715
Rainfall upto 0830 hrs of date (last 24 hrs)- in mm: 000.0
Rainfall upto 1730 hrs of date in mm: 000.0
Rainfall (Progressive total from 1st January 1.3 upto
0830 hrs (of date) in mm

Since 1920s the Oldest Daily...

Earth provides enough
to satisfy every man's
needs, but not every

man's greed.

Vice President calls for inclusion of life stories of
Veer Savarkar and other freedom fighters in textbooks

Stresses the importance of sustainable development in the Islands
Port Blair, Jan 17
 The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today suggested
the inclusion of the life stories of Veer Savarkar and other
heroes of the freedom struggle from different parts of the
country, in school textbooks. Participating in a Civic Reception
hosted in his honor by the Port Blair Municipal Council
(PBMC) in the Dr. BR Ambedkar Auditorium here this
morning, he said that the historical role of the Cellular Jail
in Andaman in the freedom movement should also form part
of History textbooks. He also urged all Members of
Parliament, MLAs and MLCs from across the country to visit
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the Cellular Jail.
   Recalling his visit to the Cellular Jail the previous day, Shri Naidu
described it as a pilgrimage to a sacred temple. Decrying the attempts
to create divisive tendencies among the people, he said that unity is
the need of the hour. Pointing out that our freedom was hard won,
he urged all citizens to draw inspiration from the story of India's
struggle for independence and from the countless sacrifices made
by our freedom fighters and strive to reinforce the unity and
integrity of this nation.
   Earlier in the day, the Vice President inaugurated the Nature Park
and Interpretation Centre at Haddo in Port Blair. He released
butterflies and went around the butterfly conservatory at the Park.

Praises the Andaman Administration for
implementing Swachh Bharat in letter and spirit

Port Blair, Jan 17
    The Vice-President
of India, Shri M.
Venkaiah Naidu,
currently on visit to the
A&N Islands,
inaugurated the Nature
Park and Interpretation
Centre (NPIC) at Haddo
here this morning. He
was accompanied by
Admiral D K Joshi,
PVSM, AVSM, YSM,
NM, VSM (Retd.), the
Lt. Governor, A&N
Islands and Vice
Chairman, Islands
Development Agency.
  The Vice President
unveiled a plaque to
inaugurate the NPIC. He
also visited the Butterfly
Conservatory and
released some butterflies
in the Conservatory. The
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands have around 300
species of butterflies out
of which 207 are endemic
to the region. Water
bodies with inter-

Port Blair, Jan 17
The Vice President, Shri M.
Venkaiah Naidu today
flagged off 10 Air
Conditioned buses for the
benefit of the city dwellers
here this morning. The flag
off ceremony was also
attended by Admiral D.K.
Joshi PVSM, AVSM, YSM,
NM, VSM (Retd.), Lt.
Governor, A&N Islands and
Vice Chairman, Islands
Development Agency, Chief
Secretary, A&N
Administration, Shri Chetan
B. Sanghi, Public
representatives, Senior
Officers of the A&N
Administration and general
public.
  The newly flagged off 21-
seater high quality air
conditioned buses have
been procured by the
Transport Department, A&N
Administration, to increase
the comfort and ambience of
public transport buses for the
people of these Islands.
  With this service, the

in renewable energy capacity would promote sustainable development in the
Islands.
   Expressing his concern about the vulnerability of the Islands to climate change,
the Vice President said that India was playing a leadership role in promoting
renewable energy, especially solar energy through initiatives like the International
Solar Alliance.
   Highlighting the role of connectivity in development, the Vice President
expressed confidence that submarine Optical Fibre cable connectivity that is set
to be operational by June 2020 would transform the development of the Islands.
"Four routes in the Islands have been included in UDAN for regional connectivity
and International air travel is expected to be operational from Port Blair this
year", he added.

  Launching the project for the replacement of traditional electricity
meters with smart meters, Shri Naidu termed it as a pro-poor
move. The Vice President said that smart meters will increase the
ease of bill payment and eliminate the possibility of incorrect billing.
He added that paperless billing with smart meters would also help
the environment by saving the trees. He also laid the foundation
stones for Feacal Sludge Treatment Plant, Marine Esplanade and
Neighborhood Park, by pressing the remote control.
   Earlier, the Vice President visited a photo gallery and exhibition
put up by the Port Blair Municipal Council on 'Sanitation and Solid
Waste Management'. The gallery showcased the best practices of
the PBMC in the arena of sanitation and solid waste management,
such as the use of 10 percent plastic in road construction and the
restoration of traditional Japanese wells under the Jal Shakti
Abhiyan.
   In his address on the occasion, the Lt. Governor, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and Vice Chairman, Islands Development Agency,
Admiral DK Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM (Retd.) at the
outset welcomed the Vice President on behalf of the A&N
Administration and the Islanders. He mentioned that through the
Island Development Agency, two transformational projects have
been inaugurated during this month. On January 9, the cable laying
work of the Optical Fibre Cable Project connecting Port Blair and
7 other Islands started, the foundation for which was laid by the
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi during his visit to these Islands

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu addressing the gathering at the Civic
Reception in Port Blair on January 17, 2020.

   The Vice President also flagged off high quality air conditioned
buses procured by the Transport Department, A&N Administration.
He complimented the Andaman & Nicobar Administration for the
initiative and said that it would provide sustainable mobility solutions
and help in keeping the Islands clean and green.
  Praising the Administration for banning the use of single-use-
plastics and for implementing the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan in letter
and spirit, Shri Naidu said that these initiatives including the increase

in December 2018. This historic project, to be completed by June
2020, will increase the speed of data and other public services
being provided through digital mode. The bandwidth augmentation
will be almost 60 times of the present bandwidth and will indeed
give a boost to the economic activities, besides bringing
transparency in the public service delivery and also improve skill
development. Within two months' time, the Satellite bandwidth will
be increased from 3.6 to 4.5 Gbps which will be a major step
towards 'Digital India', the Lt. Governor added.
   The Lt. Governor said that the first Ship to Ship (STS)

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu launching the scheme
to replace traditional electricity meters with smart meters during the
Civic Reception in Port Blair on January 17, 2020.

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu visiting the photo gallery and exhibition
put up by the Port Blair Municipal Council on the theme ‘Sanitation and Solid Waste
Management’ in Port Blair on January 17, 2020.

Vice President flags off
10 high quality AC buses

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu flagging off AC buses in Port Blair on
January 17, 2020.
commuters get an upgraded
public transport at a
reasonable fare. These buses
are equipped with GPS based
vehicle tracking, passenger
information system which
announces and displays all
the stations from the inside
panel. Moreover, these
buses have security cameras
and panic button inside the
saloon for the safety of
passengers.

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurating the Nature Park and
Interpretation Centre in Haddo, Port Blair on January 17, 2020.

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu releasing
butterflies at the walk-in butterfly conservatory at the
Nature Park and Interpretation Centre at Haddo, Port
Blair on January 17, 2020.

Vice President inaugurates Nature
Park and Interpretation Centre

connecting channels have
been added in the
conservatory to provide
the much required moist
and airy micro climate for
the butterflies to thrive.
Shri Naidu also visited the
Orchid and Fern House at
the Nature Park and
Interpretation Centre
which showcases the
habitat of the tropical
orchids. So far about 140
species of orchids and an

(Contd. on last page)

(Contd. on last page)

Transshipment hub in India at Port Meadow,



The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu visiting the Flag Point, South Point at Port Blair on Jan 17, 2020.
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The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu observing
the single wood sculpture of mother and child made
from Andaman Padauk tree at the Nature Park and
Interpretation Centre in Haddo, Port Blair on January
17, 2020.

equal number of ferns have been reported from the Andaman Islands. They
include tree-ferns whose origin can be traced back to the Jurassic era. Vanilla,
used in confectionaries is also sourced from an orchid species found in these
Islands. The Vice President also planted a Rudraaksh sapling there.
At the Nature Park, the Vice President also appreciated a wooden sculpture of a
mother and child, made out of the trunk of a single Andaman Padauk tree. The
sculpture represents nature as a mother who lovingly nurtures all her creation. A
tribal woman has been depicted as the mother, as a mark of deep respect to the
tribal people of Andaman who are revered as the protectors of the Islands.
   The Vice President also visited the Tree Top Cafeteria, where he was briefed
about the Nature Park and Interpretation Centre and its objectives.
  The Chief Secretary, A&N Administration, Shri Chetan B. Sanghi, DGP, Shri
Dependra Pathak, PCCF (E&F), Shri Tarun Coomar, PCCF (WL) Shri D M
Shukla and other senior officers of the Administration were present on the
occasion.

Vice President inaugurates Nature Park ...
(Contd. from page 1)

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu planting a Rudraksh sapling at the
Nature Park and Interpretation Centre in Haddo, Port Blair on January 17, 2020.A&N Islands will commence its operations soon as an agreement in this regard

has been executed on Jan 7, 2020 which will be profitable from the first year
itself. The agreement has been signed between the Port Management Board
with MATSYA Shipping and Ports Private Limited, Kolkata (an Indo-German
Joint venture company), and once the operations start, about 40 lakh MT of
cargo is expected to be transshipped every year. Port Meadow provides an all
weather ideal location for off shore STS operations and lies at an advantageous
location to attract cargo emanating from Australia, New Zealand & South East
Asia and bound for Ports of East Coast of India, West coast of Myanmar and
Bangladesh. The revenue generation through STS operations at Port Meadow,
A&N Islands is expected to further increase to Rs. 20-40 crores per annum in
times to come.
   The Lt Governor said these Islands, despite geographical challenges, are
marching forward on the path of progress by way of developing various projects
to become a 'New Andamans'.
   The Lt. Governor further said that under the agenda of the Island Development
Agency and with the support of the NITI Aayog, four big Eco-Tourism projects
will be developed on PPP mode for which RFQ application has been invited by
Jan. 31, 2020. Under these eco-tourism projects, 60 percent jobs will be made
available to the local youth of these Islands.
   The Lt. Governor said a Joint Task Force has been constituted to give boost
for bringing construction materials from ASEAN Countries. This, the Lt.
Governor said, will not only bring down the cost of living but accelerate economic
development through tourism and business.
   The Lt. Governor said that the work to make NH-4 a double lane and the
work of the two bridges at Humphrey and Middle Strait are also underway.
These projects will reduce the travel time from Diglipur to Port Blair significantly.
The execution of these projects is a major effort of the Administration towards
infrastructure development in Isles.
   The Lt. Governor informed about the 6th IDA meeting chaired by the Union
Home Minister on Jan 13 in which important decisions were taken on the
upcoming projects which will have far reaching impact.
   The Lt. Governor said for regional connectivity under 'UDAN Scheme', the
Civil Aviation Ministry has started bidding process for four routes. Facility of
sea planes will be made available in these Islands for which the Airport Authority
of India is developing water aerodromes for its smooth operations.
   He said, Consultant has been appointed for the development of two Green
Field Airports, one at Port Blair and the other at Campbell Bay. The project
report will be submitted by the Consultant within two months. The new airport
terminal complex at Port Blair will be completed this year itself. There is also a
proposal to upgrade the fleet strength of Pawan Hans Helicopters with new
increased passenger capacity helicopters, the Lt Governor said.
   The Lt. Governor further informed about the proposed Modern Container
Transshipment Port to be set up at South Bay in Great Nicobar Island which
will not only contribute towards the socio-economic development of these Islands
but also towards the economic growth of the country. The A&N Administration
has invited Expression of Interest for the establishment of the Container
Transshipment Port under PPP Mode and the process for selecting developers
is underway.
   The Lt. Governor said that for power generation, the Administration is focusing
more on renewable and clean energy power plants and moving towards de-
dieselization. The Administration has plans for de-dieselization from current 9%
to 93% within three years time for which different energy efficiency projects
have been undertaken.
   The Lt. Governor mentioned that the Administration is instrumental in executing
various transformational projects for these Islands through IDA by which 'New
Andamans' can actively contribute towards fulfilling the vision of 'New India'.
  The Lt. Governor also thanked the Vice President for inaugurating and laying
foundation stones for different transformational projects for the benefit of the
people of these Islands.
      The Chief Secretary, A&N Administration, Shri Chetan. B. Sanghi, Adhyaksh
ZPSA, Shri Subir Chander, Councillors of the PBMC, senior officers of the
A&N Administration, leaders and workers of different political parties and general
public in large number attended the function.
   In his address, the Chairperson PBMC, Shri N.K Udhaya Kumar welcomed
the Vice President to these emerald Islands on behalf of the Islanders. He informed
that the Port Blair Municipal Council has the prime responsibility of providing
drinking water, sanitation and solid waste management besides wide range of
urban development activities for the betterment of the city dwellers.
    The Chairperson stated that it's a matter of pride that Port Blair has gained
place in Smart City Mission under which the PBMC has taken up projects like
Integrated Command and Control Centre (ICCC), construction of Working
Women Hostels, Heritage Walk, Neighborhood Parks and Marine Esplanade under
Smart City Mission. He also presented a memento to the Vice President on the
occasion. The programme concluded with the word of thanks proposed by the
Senior Vice Chairperson PBMC, Smt. Rubana Aziz.

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu addressing the gathering at the Civic
Reception in Port Blair on January 17, 2020.

Praises the Andaman Administration...
(Contd. from page 1)

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu playing Badminton at Multipurpose
Hall, Netaji Sports Complex, Port Blair on Jan 17, 2020.

Port Blair, Jan 17
   The Islands Track
Cyclists topped the U-17
(Boys and Girls) and was
awarded Team
Championship with total
Medal Tally of 5 Gold, 2
Silver and 1 Bronze
Medal in the 3rd edition
of 'Khelo India Youth
Games 2020' at Guwahati,
Assam.
 On Jan 16, 2020, Islands
young budding ace Cyclist
Master David Beckome
bagged his  maiden Gold
Medal and Islands Fourth
Gold Medal in 200 Mtrs
Sprint, Individual event, U-
17 years  category  for
Andaman & Nicobar
Islands.
 In the very next event, Ms.
Celestine, Islands U-17 ace
Cyclist won the fifth Gold
Medal in 200 Mtrs Sprint,
Individual event for
Islands and the team
Andaman & Nicobar
topped the U-17 years
Championship.

 The Second Silver Medal
was bagged by Master
Paul Collingwood in 200
Mtrs Sprint U-21 Years
Category.
 The Secretary (Edn./
Sports), Director (Edn./
Sports) and all Senior
officers and staff of
Education and Sports
Departments have
congratulated the
outstanding  performance

Island Cycling Team lifts 'Khelo India' Championship
Trophy in Cycling with 5 Gold, 2 Silver & 1 Bronze

Medal in U-17 Boys and Girls category
and achievements of
Islands Cyclist who made
the Islands proud  by
winning the Team
Championship with 5 Gold,
2 Silver and 01 Bronze
Medal, a communication
from the Asst. Director (PE/
Sports) said.

Port Blair, Jan 17
'Fit India Cycle Day' will be
organized tomorrow (Jan 18)
by the Directorate of
Education and Directorate
of Sports and Youth Affairs
with the support of all
concern Departments.
Participants from
Educational Institutions,
Nehru Yuva Kendra,
Colleges, A&N Police, ANC,
SAI and ACCI are likely to
participate in the 'Fit India

Cycle Day'. The rally will
start from Netaji Stadium
m a i n
gate and will proceed upto
D a i r y f a r m
Junction via Clock Tower,
Model School, Bengali Club,
Goal Ghar, Junglighat and will
return back through the
same route to Netaji Stadium.
Ms Kirti Garg, Secretary
(Edn./Sports), A&N
Administration will flag off
the rally at 8 am from Netaji

Stadium. All the participants
have been asked to bring
their own cycle to
participate in the event. All
veteran Sports person and
National and International
athlete have also been
requested to participate
and make the event a grand
success. Participants shall
report at Netaji Stadium by
7.30 am, a communication
from the Asst. Director
(Sports) said.

'Fit India Cycle Day' today

Annual celebration
of Thakur

Anukulchandra
Port Blair, Jan 17
The annual celebration of
Thakur Anukulchandra
a long with
commemoration of the
inaugura t ion day of
Satsang Vihar, Port Blair
will be celebrated on Jan
19,  2020 ,  in  which
morning prayer will be
held at 5.42 am, Satsang
from 9  am to 1 pm,
bhandara from 1 pm to 3
pm, and evening prayer
a t  5.12  pm, a
communication from In
charge, Satsang Vihar
said.

Sailing of
MV Swaraj Dweep
Port Blair, Jan 17
      MV Swaraj Dweep will
sail for Chennai on Jan 18,
2020 at 10 am. from Haddo
wharf. Embarkation of
passengers will be done
from 8 to 9 am on Jan 18.
The embarkation of
passengers will be closed
one hour before the
s c h e d u l e
time. Passengers reporting
late will not be allowed to
board the vessel.

Port Blair, Jan 17
  India has remained free of
wild polio cases since
January 2011 and India's
unprecedented progress
against polio has let to
certification of South East
region including India by
WHO in March 2014 as
polio free. Recently, 25
year of Pulse polio
Immunization in India was
celebrated. India remains
at high risk of importation
till the whole world is free
of wild polio virus. As per
the recommendations of
the India Expert Advisory
Group (IEGA) one Single
Polio National
Immunization Day (NID) is
to be conducted on 19th
January 2020, covering all
the children in the age
group of 0-5 years of age
by administering two
drops of bivalent Oral

Polio Vaccine (OPV) at
Booths followed by house
to house visits by the
staffs in the next two days
to search and vaccinate
the missed out /
unimmunized children.
 This year it is estimated
around 26000 children will
receive vaccine during the
round in 559 booths across
these Islands. Booth in
airport, Sea-port and other
transit point have also
been set up.
 All tourists and people
living in forest area will
also be covered under this
program. People have been
requested to bring children
to the nearest Polio booth
for giving polio drops on
19th January 2020 itself, a
communication from the
Deputy Director (Health)/
State Immunization Officer
said.

Pulse Polio Immunization on Jan 19
26000 children to be
administered Polio

drops in Isles

French Guiana, Jan 17
India's high power
communication satellite
GSAT-30 was successfully
launched onboard Ariane 5
rocket from French Guiana
early today morning. Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) said
the GSAT-30 is  aimed at
providing high-quality
television, telecommunica-
tions and broadcasting
services. The 3,357-kg
GSAT-30 derives its
heritage from ISRO's earlier
INSAT/GSAT satellite
series, and is equipped with

12 C and 12 Ku band
transponders. GSAT-30 will
serve as replacement to the
aging INSAT-4A spacecraft
services with enhanced
coverage. ISRO said, the
satellite will provide Indian
mainland and islands
coverage in Ku-band and
extended coverage in C-
band covering Gulf
countries, a large number of
Asian countries and
Australia. With a mission life
of 15 years, GSAT-30 is an
operational communication
satellite for DTH, television
uplink and VSAT services.

India successfully launches
high power communication

satellite GSAT-30


